
STAFFORD COUNTY PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
THE OFFICE OF PUBLIC INFORMATION 

31 Stafford Avenue                                (540) 658-6629 
Stafford, Virginia  22554                       Fax  (540) 658-6041 

  
News Release: #06-17 

        August 29, 2006 
 
Contact: Valerie Cottongim 
  540/658-6629 
 

Stafford County Delays School Opening for Dixon-Smith 
Middle School and Anthony Burns Elementary School 
 
 
Stafford, VA--Two Stafford County Schools will open on Monday, September 11, 2006, 

instead of on the first day of school scheduled for Tuesday, September 5, 2006.  

Students at Anthony Burns Elementary School and Dixon Smith Middle School will 

have an extra four days of summer vacation while the general contractor and school 

staff finish preparing these new schools.  All other Stafford County Public Schools will 

open as scheduled on Tuesday, September 5. 

 The decision to postpone opening day for these two schools was based on not yet 

having received the necessary occupancy permit at either school.  “Although this is a 

disappointing decision, it is the most appropriate decision we could make,” said Interim 

Superintendent Andre Nougaret.  “We appreciate the dedicated efforts of the County’s 

code compliance staff.  Their priority is the same as ours—ensuring there are no 

outstanding safety issues before students are permitted to attend these schools.” 
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 Open houses have been scheduled for both schools on Thursday, September 7, 

from 6 to 8 p.m. for Anthony Burns Elementary and from 5 to 8 p.m. for Dixon Smith 

Middle.  Both schools will also be open on Friday, September 8 from 9 to 11 a.m.  



August 29, 2006 
Office of Public Information 
Page 2 of 2 

School Division Administrators are developing plans to make up the time missed at 

these schools.  Information regarding the make-up plan will be shared at the September 

12 School Board meeting. 

 Visitors are not permitted on site at either school until the scheduled open house.  

Questions for Anthony Burns Elementary may be directed to 540/658-6800.  Those with 

questions for Dixon Smith Middle may call 540/899-0860. 
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